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The Evolution and Consideration of Interests in British Arctic
Policy and Its Implications for China

Chen Yitong' Zhang Mingdan' Wu Jingchao®
(1. Law School, Ocean University of China,Qingdao 266100, China;
2. China Institute for Marine Affairs, Ministry of Natural Resources,Beijing 100860, China)

Abstract: The United Kingdom has a long history of engagement with the Arctic affairs,and the e-
volution of its Arctic policy and participation in Arctic affairs reflect a clear nature of being interest-o-
riented, Defense security, domestic and international situations, and sustainability of interest pursuit
are the important considerations in the UK's pursuit of Arctic interests. Comparative analysis of the
latest Arctic policies of China and the UK shows that both countries advocate respect, cooperation and
sustainability in participation in the Arctic affairs,but there are differences in their attitudes towards
the Arctic and the guiding ideology of engagement with the Arctic. The UK's interest-oriented new
Arctic policy may reduce China’s diplomatic space in Arctic affairs, making it more difficult to imple-
ment the "Ice Silk Road" initiative. China should actively participate in the international law-making
process, pay attention to Arctic scientific diplomacy,adopt a three-pronged approach in economy, poli-
tics and environment to carry out the "Ice Silk Road" initiative and give attention to China's security
interests in the Arcticsupdate and improve China’s Arctic policy in due course to cope with the chal-
lenges that may be brought about by the UK's new Arctic policy,and better safeguard and pursue Chi-
na's interests in the Arctic region,contributing to the development of the Arctic with Chinese wisdom
and Chinese strength under the guidance of "a shared future for humanity".

Key words: the UK; the Arctic; Arctic policy; Arctic governance
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